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Mgr Edmond Djitangar, Archbishop of N’Djamena 
 
In Chad, you only speak when dramatic events take place like that of 20 October 2022. On 
that day, some hundred Chadian citizens fell in the course of a demonstration under the 
bullets of Chadian soldiers. These had responded to the orders of the military junta which 
took power after the brutal death of President Idriss Deby on 18 April 2021. The junta had 
announced an 18-month transition, at the end of which it was to return power to a civil 
government after democratic elections. 
 
An inclusive and sovereign National Dialogue had been feverishly opened, but it was 
widely contested by the democratic opposition parties and a large part of the civil society 
associations. The military junta succeeded in obtaining a 24-month extension to be able 
to put in place the institutions for a democratic transition.  
 
But in reality, this extension reflects a desire to keep itself in power. You see it through 
the nominations to posts of responsibility in the government, the administration, and the 
security services. It’s the principal cause of these demonstrations organised at the end of 
the 18 months to demand the departure of the military junta. 
 
The violence of the repression, and the manhunts and the deportations which followed, 
have shocked national and international public opinion. Many of the political leaders of 
the democratic opposition and the dissenting civil society associations went underground 
and many have had to leave the country to save their skins.  
 
The timid reactions of the sub-regional, continental or international organisations have 
not moved the junta in power, which continues to maintain that it was an armed 
insurrection aiming to take power. Besides the demonisation of the protesters, the 
spectre of a religious war has been evoked, as the majority of the demonstrators were 
from the southern area which is considered Christian. 
 
The real problem, however, is that of social injustices caused by bad governance and the 
exclusion of a large part of the citizens from the management of the country’s resources. 
The majority of those in power come from the extreme north of the country and have 
their hand on its finances, territorial government, land, and the country’s principal levers 
of power.  
 
Outside people speak little about the Church in Chad, but inside it has a strong voice. For 
the last 40 years, the Catholic Church, through the bishops’ pastoral messages and 
especially the Christmas messages, has continually denounced these unjust situations: the 
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monopolisation of arable land for extensive livestock farming, the corruption of justice, 
especially in resolving conflicts between pastoralists and farmers, the misappropriation of 
public funds and the authoritarian abuses of power… 
 
The bishops’ declarations on the tragedy of 20 November provoked the anger of those in 
power, who accused the Church of having become part of the political opposition and of 
having betrayed its religious mission…but can you proclaim the Gospel without 
denouncing what destroys human flourishing? 
 
The Catholic Church is not content just to denounce these unjust situations, but it also 
takes initiatives and makes proposals to remedy them: 
 

- The Justice and Peace commissions 
 
Their creation in all the dioceses at the end of the Hissène Habré dictatorship has made it 
possible to recreate the bonds between communities, provide civic education and resolve 
intercommunal conflicts through dialogue. 
 
The national episcopal Justice and Peace commission created the day of peaceful 
cohabitation and national concord which is celebrated each year on 28 November. But, 
alas, the government has taken advantage of this day and made it into a means of political 
propaganda.  
 

- The interconfessional platform of religious leaders 
 
It was conceived by its initiators as a consultation framework on moral and religious 
questions in the context of the secular status of the Chadian state. But it has also been 
exploited by those in power to give themselves a moral rating. 
 

- Interreligious dialogue: the Catholic Church is very committed. 
 
It’s not a case of a dialogue on a doctrinal level, but of a dialogue which is expressed in 
sharing the events of everyday life: being a good neighbour, births, mourning, 
profession…. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:press@acn-intl.org


ACN Testimonies, 31.01.2023 / Nuit de Témoins / Chad / Archbishop Djitangar 
CONTACT: press@acn-intl.org 
 
 

Page 3    

CONCLUSION 
 
The many public statements by the Bishops’ Conference of Chad on the situations of social 
injustice (intercommunal violence, endemic bad governance, dictatorial abuses…) are 
justified by its prophetic vocation and make it play the role of watchman… 
 
This engagement in favour of the marginalised draws much sympathy from the little 
defenceless people but also from the faithful of other religious confessions…On the other 
hand, those in power often take it very badly…The recent departure of the Catholic 
delegation from the inclusive National Dialogue to protest against the discrimination 
between the participating groups was considered a revolt by the Catholic Church against 
the power of the State. 
 
We feel like John the Baptist in front of Herod…he is in captivity but can still speak…Herod 
likes to listen to him but is perplexed. In the same way, the Catholic Church plays the role 
of a moral conscience and sometimes a moral warning to keep hope alive in the country. 
 
The visibility of Christian communities, their recognition and the respect of the other 
religious communities, as well as their rootedness in the Gospel in the socio-cultural 
environment, are important to us all. 
 
THANK YOU to all our older sister churches which through their generous collaboration 
help us to grow in faith, to be rooted in the Gospel in our environment and witness to the 
saving presence of Christ. THANK YOU to Aid to the Church in Need France which makes 
our voice heard beyond our borders. 
 
Prayer – Hail Mary 
 
N’Djamena, 10.01.2023  
 
 

+ DJITANGAR, Goetbé Edmond  
Metropolitan Archbishop of N’Djamena /Chad 
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